76	CREATIVE SELF-EXPRESSION
He was a very fine musician, and his playing must have had no
small part in the perfection and joy with which the children
expressed themselves through dancing.
The children's section provided facilities for plastic and
graphic arts, for construction and for music. There were all kinds
of toys for the very young. Any special material, such as that for
costumes, was provided by the parents.
A very important role in the life of the child and adolescent is
being played by the ever-increasing number of children's clubs.
Let me describe one that I visited on more than one occasion.
It is called the Children's House of Culture. The Trekhgorny
District in Moscow is a place of factories, and, when I was there
in 1934?, was dull, dreary, and altogether unattractive. In this
district housing is still a very serious problem, and children
abound—a not unusual combination. After school, because there
were no other facilities, the children played in the streets, as
happens in other countries. But the workers in the Trekhgorny
textile factory decided that it was not good for children to be on the
street for several hours. The matter was discussed at the factory
committee, and the result was the children's club, for which the
factory undertook financial responsibility. There was a church in
a central position, practically unused and falling into disrepair.
Though not the most suitable premises for a children's club, at a
time of building shortage the committee did not intend to be
finicky. It is an axiom of Soviet economics that all work should
be paid for if it is of any present or future value to the com-
munity. The factory committee, therefore, did not waste time
trying to find socially minded people of leisure, if such people
were to* be found at all. They appointed a Director of the club at
a salary commensurate with the importance of his work. There
are a secretary and a couple of other full-time workers. There
are visiting instructors in art, handicrafts, vocal and instru-
mental music, dance, drama, and science.
The contact with the parent organisation, the factory, is very
dose. Members of the factory committee help in the innumerable
ways in which general help is needed in a children's club. This is

